They slept in, peasants' huts. In them the St. Peters-
burg professor felt quite at home; he recalled his Kachnya
expeditions with Andrei Piun. In the mansions of the gentry.,
however, the investigators met with frowns, and efforts were
made to get them out of the house as quickly as possible.
Plain, blunt Dokuchayev subjected one of these "enlightened
farmers," in whom some of the Nizhni-Novgorod Zemstvo
people had placed high hopes, to a regular interrogation.
That gentleman hum'd and ha'd and growled:
"You are only stirring up the peasants. You collect
samples of the soil in bags and take them away, and the
peasants think that the government is investigating with
the intention of giving them all the land."
The result of this expedition was a report that took
up fourteen volumes. It was not only the most detailed imag-
inable description of that part of the surface of the globe
known as the Nizhni-Novgorod Gubernia, but the construction
of a regular science of the soil, the consummation of the ideas
expressed in the treatise "Russian Chernozem." Chernozem,
took its place in the "rainbow of soils" that had once aston-
ished Dokuchayev. Those fourteen volumes revealed and ex-
plained what the geographers had only noted, and what
the geologists had not been able to explain: the formation of
hills and ravines, of the topography, of the very face of the
country as we see it around us.
Dokuchayev was aware of the value of the work that
had been done; but this was only the introduction to a thor-
ough study of the land of Russia, to our country's "self-
realization." As Dokuchayev conceived it, it was but the
bricks for the foundation of a work of urgent importance for
Russia.
Then commenced those years of persevering but fruit-
less efforts on the part of Dokuchayev to secure the establish-
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